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Getting ready for the second round 

Can a shaken health care system handle more cuts? 



by D’Arcy Doherty 
Still waiting for the full effects 
of the first round of budget 
cuts last year, Québec's health 
care sector may be in for an- 
other bout. 

A report released by La 
Presse on September 6 cited 
an anonymous source as stat- 
ing that the Québec Ministry 
of Health was contemplating 
cuts in the area of $900 mil- 
lion for the 1997-1998 fiscal 
year — the equivalent of a 
third of the Montreal Region’s 
annual health care budget 

This comes at a time when 
the jury is still out on whether 
the health care sector can han- 
dle the massive cuts made to 



PQ opens the veins of 
health care yet again 




cuts, outpatient care could not 
maintain any of its integrity. 

And for Mirielle Le Masson, 
programme consultant of the 
Federation of CLSCs, further 
cuts are a cause of worry due 
to the possibility of greater in- 
fluxes of patients. “We (the 
CLSCs) are anxious to know 
what is in store,” she com- 
mented. 

Anxiety is already a preva- 
lent feeling for many dealing 
with the present changes. 

While Montreal's Regional 
Board of Health says that Min- 
ister Rochon’s changes are 
going well, others do not 
agree. 

Laurie Desjardins, spokes- 
person for the Board cited that 
65 to 100% of full time staff 
(nurses and social workers) 
have been relocated to CLSCs 
and community hospitals. 



Moreover, she added, last 
year’s cuts will allow for a $70 
million reinvestment in CLSCs 
by March 1997, and for $155 
million in three years time. 

But according to Jeff Begely 
of the Federation des Affaires 
Sociales (FAS) — the union 
representing health care work- 
ers — the job situation is not 
that rosy. He explained that 
last year’s cuts have put 25% 
of health care employees out 
of work, while another 25% 
have the distinction of being 
put on replacement lists. 

In a recent programme on 
CBC Newswatch, those on re- 
placement lists complained 
that the jobs they are offered 
are not in their field of spe- 
cialisation or do not give an 
adequate amount of working 
hours. 

And while the Regional 



Board and the federation of 
CLSCs are trying to keep the 
quality of health care services 
intact, its not easy. 

Le Masson explained that in 
order to handle the larger pa- 
tient load , Québec’s 45 CLSCs 
have created Protocols or con- 
tracts with 22 Québec hospi- 
tals to share information, per- 
sonnel, drugs and equipment. 

And in order to gauge 
Quebecers’ satisfaction with 
the various types of health 
services, the Board is using its 
Programme d’ amélioration 
continuer de la qualité de 
service, which was created in 
1994. 

"The Board decided to 
make the citizen the ultimate 
decider of what they regard as 
qualitative in the health sec- 
tor,” explained Ron McNeil an 
Executive Adviser to the Pro- 



gramme. 

The most common prob- 
lems McNeil declared, "have to 
do with waiting time and how 
patients are treated.” He said 
these problems can be rem- 
edied by better scheduling, 
placing televisions in waiting 
rooms and encouraging health 
officials to be more affable. 

Others believe the problems 
facing the health care system 
require less cosmetic solu- 
tions. The loss of the security 
of a hospital bed worries many 
people, particularly the eld- 
erly. 

Minister Rochon’s plans 
have led to a lot of “gaps and 
delays in the service at CLSCs, 
and a general sense of confu- 
sion among patients.” McLeod 
observed. 

“Believe only 50% of what 
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Students to take to the streets 

CFS plans another national day 
........ of action for October 
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the system less than a year 
ago. 

Last year, Health Minister 
Jean Rochon eliminated $190 
million from his ministry’s 
budget, in a move to gear 
Québec toward increased at- 
home care. 

The speed of implementa- 
tion has meant that in less 
than a year, five hospitals 
have closed, many health care 
workers are unemployed and 
the responsibility of health 
services has been largely 
shifted to CLSCs (Québec’s 
community health centres). 

The prospect of cuts of up 
to $900 million could throw a 
system already in transition, 
into turmoil. 

According to Sheri McLeod, 
volunteer co-ordinator for the 
Senior Citizens Council of 
NDG, that amount of cuts will 
“require some creative eco- 
nomics." 

She noted that with further 



by Stella Tzintzis 

Montréal (CUP) — Canada’s 
largest student organisation is 
planning a national day of ac- 
tion in late October as part of 
their campaign against gov- 
ernment cutbacks to post-sec- 
ondary education. 

“We need to send a strong 
message to the government 
that students across Canada 
are taking the fight against the 
cuts one step further, and that 
we will not be divided," said 
Brad Lavigne, national chair of 
the Canadian Federation of 
Students. 

Lavigne said another pro- 
test like last February’s day of 
action, which involved close to 
40,000 students across the 
country, is a crucial instru- 
ment for change. 

According to Lavigne, last 
February’s protest resulted in 
the government establishing a 
minimum payment for its con- 
troversial Canadian Health 
and Social Transfer, which 
lumps together all federal 



spending on social assistance 
into one block transfer pay- 
ment to the provinces. 

Until last year, the federal 
government provided sepa- 
rate payments to support 
those services it deemed most 
important, namely education, 
health care and social pro- 
grams like Welfare. But in 
April 1995, it not only lumped 
those subsidies together in the 
new CHST, but cut the total 
transfer payment by $7 bil- 
lion. 

To make matters worse, Ot- 
tawa then announced that it 
would continue to cut the 
CHST, giving less and less 
money to its health care, edu- 
cation and social programs 
until it eliminated the pay- 
ments altogether. 

But in 1996, the govern- 
ment agreed to guarantee a 
minimum cash payment for 
the CHST — a feat Lavigne at- 
tributes to the resistance of 
protesters like the students 



who marched last February. 

“We still got hurt by the 
1996 budget, but we were able 
to minimise that hurt,” ex- 
plained Lavigne. And the stu- 
dent federation says it won’t 
stop there. 

This year the CFS is propos- 
ing a Post-Secondary Educa- 
tion Act that would safeguard 
standards of education. In ad- 
dition to guaranteeing 
portability of credits and stu- 
dent aid, the Act would ensure 
that accessibility to post-sec- 
ondary education is main- 
tained and tuition fees not 
raised. 

“This will enable us to have 
some insurance [if another] 
Mike Harris or Ralph Klein 
gets elected,” he said. 

Sarah Schmidt, a former 
councillor on McGill’s Post- 
Graduate Students’ Society, 
which is a member of the CFS, 
said protests like the one 
planned for October play an 
important role in dispelling 



the misconception that cutting 
social spending is an effective 
way to lower Canada’s deficit. 

“Spending on social pro- 
grams is not the cause of the 
deficit,” said Schmidt, explain- 
ing that the real culprit is tax 
breaks granted to wealthy cor- 
porations like Bell Canada, 
which alone has amassed $2 
billion in deferred taxes that 
it will never have to pay. 

Until the government de- 
cides to tap these sources of 
potential revenues, that could 
close the present gap between 
spending and revenues and 
support the social programs 
that many Canadians would 
like to maintain, Schmidt says 
she will support the idea of an 
education act. 

“We need legislation,” said 
Schmidt, “we need something 
in place to hold on to pan-Ca- 
nadian standards.” 

— Additional reporting by 
Robin Perelle 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE I 

the CLSCs tell you,” declared 
Santo Arcoragi spokesman for 
the Coalition for Quebec 
Seniors(CQS). 

“The CLSCs do not have that 
much funds and personnel 
available and seniors are in a 
period of panic,” Arcoragi con- 
tinued. Even more alarming 
for seniors is the prospect that 
the at-home services of the 
CLSCs could become priva- 
tised. 

McLeod cites that there is 
an alarming trend towards 
placing the burden of cuts on 
the elderly. 

Earlier this year, the health 
ministry announced Bill 33 
which forces 25% of the cost 
of prescription medicine to be 
covered by the user as of Janu- 
ary 1, 1997. 

For Arcoragi, one of the 
major rationales for this Bill 
was to get seniors (who use 
prescription drugs most) to 
pay more out of their pocket. 
“The reality is that many sen- 
iors cannot eat properly, pay 
rent and pay drug costs, three 
meals a day must become one, 

“ he said. 

The general feeling in the 
medical community is that the 
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move to at-home care is a posi- 
tive one, if done correctly. 

“We are positive about the 
future of nursing and where 
health care is going,” ex- 
plained Laurie Gottlieb, Direc- 
tor of Nursing at McGill Uni- 
versity. McGill nursing gradu- 
ates are becoming a hot com- 



modity in Quebec because of 
their ability to provide 
multidisciplinary care to out- 
patients, Gottlieb continued. 

“Health care downsizing is 
based on more than just eco- 
nomic considerations," stated 
Gottlieb, "there has been a 
fundamental shift towards the 



belief that patients get better, 
quicker, when at the home.” 
Gottlieb explained. 

However, the speed of the 
changes and the extent of the 
cutbacks has left many con- 
fused. Patients remain per- 
plexed on how to receive the 
services they once had in hos- 



pitals. This has organisations 
like the FAS and CQS con- 
cerned. 

When the public sector fails 
to adequately provide a serv- 
ice, private agencies begin to 
take over, and this would be 
“a disaster”, concluded Begely. 



One voice is not enough 

Students to attempt to neutralise corporate voice of BoG 

by Samana Siddiqui 



Money and power. At McGill’s 
Board of Governors, it seems 
like the first determines the 
latter. 

That’s why Students’ Soci- 
ety of McGill University 
(SSMU) President Chris Carter 
has started a campaign to in- 
crease student representation 
on the university’s highest de- 
cision-making body. With 45 
voting members, mostly from 
the business community, the 
Board of Governors (BoG) is 
primarily concerned with the 
university’s budget. 

However, there is only one 
person representing McGill’s 
entire undergraduate popula- 
tion of over 16,000 students. 

Carter said the SSMU in- 
tends to put forward a motion 
to the BoG this semester to 
amend the statutes which de- 
fine the BoG’s membership. 
The motion’s approval would 
result in four more under- 
graduate representatives for 
BoG. 

“Hopefully the Board of 
Governors should be open to 
this motion,” he said, adding 
that the SSMU will start off this 
campaign by “trying to do it 
through the process." Carter 
said if this does not work, the 
SSMU will use a more 
“hardball approach” to in- 
crease representation. 

Carter criticised the highly 
corporate composition of the 
board, the largest contingency 
of which are business 



around countless necks at air- 
ports. 

Decades of pressure from 
native Hawai’ians, including 
attempts to dissuade tourists 
from coming to the islands, 
helped convince the govern- 
ment to allow — and recognise 

— the vote. 

The referendum came as 
the result of two ground- 
breaking pieces of legislation 

— one passed by the Hawai’ian 
state legislature, and a com- 
panion bill that went through 
the American Congress. 

In early 1993, the Hawai’ian 
legislature approved a motion 
that set up the referendum, in 
the hope that the process 
would “address the historical 
injustice and to begin the for- 
mation of a government" cho- 
sen by native Hawai’ians, ac- 
cording to McKenzie. The U.S. 
house passed a similar act that 
apologised for the overthrow 
of the Kingdom of Hawai’i. 

— M-J Milloy 



exucutives. 

“It’s so out of touch with the 
McGill community," he said, 
explaining that many of these 
business people are more pre- 
occupied with business mat- 
ters than student concerns. 
“They’re coming in with a 
completely different mindset.” 

Carter said he plans to use 
economic arguments to push 
for more representation, like 
stressing the financial contri- 
bution undergraduate stu- 
dents make to McGill through 
tuition and user fees. 

"I think [the BoG is] very 
moncy/cents/revenue ori- 
ented,” he said. “Unfortu- 
nately, if we want to get any- 
where in this environment, we 
have to speak their language.” 

In the past, students have 
had a hard time convincing 
the BoG to change fiscal poli- 
cies. In 1986, when McGill was 
investing money in companies 
tied to apartheid-era South Af- 
rica, students successfully lob- 



After more than a century, 
Hawai’i may soon be Hawai’ian 
once again. 

By an overwhelming mar- 
gin, the descendants of the 
original Hawai’ians have voted 
to convene a constitutional 
assembly to determine the fate 
of the islands. That gathering 
may end up restoring the 
Kingdom of Hawai’i and pro- 
claiming the current U.S. state 
an independent country. 

“The path to rebuilding a 
sovereign Hawai’ian Nation is 
before us; the opportunity to 
uplift our people and improve 
all of their lives appears 
clearer,” said Linda McKenzie, 
an organiser of the vote. 

Of the over 30,000 ballots, 
cast by mail over a one month 
period, over 20,000 voted ‘ae, 
or “yes”. 

Hawai’i was independent 
until 1893, when an American 
invasion force helped install a 
regime of American residents 
as the ‘legitimate government' 

The McGill Daily 



of Hawai’i. The new group 
abolished the monarchy, pro- 
claiming themselves rightful 
rulers, and helped bring about 
the annexation of the islands 
to the United States. 

The protests of the mon- 
arch, Queen Lili’uokalani, 
went unheeded, and soon the 
islands were firmly in control 
of American military and com- 
mercial interests. 

Since then, the native 
Hawai’ians have slowly been 
pushed from their land in fa- 
vour of naval bases, resort 
hotels and golf courses. Now, 
native Hawai’ians are largely 
strangers on their own lands. 
Most are barred entry to the 
lush tourist resorts and mili- 
tary compounds except as 
cheap labour. 

As well, many native 
Hawai’ians despise the fact 
that their culture and customs 
have only been allowed to con- 
tinue as tourist trinkets — 
cheap flowers garlanded 



bied, although with great dif- 
ficulty, to get the university to 
withdraw some of its invest- 
ments. 

Jonathan Carruthers, last 
year’s president of the 
Concordia Student Union 
(CSU), believes the faculty- 
based system of representa- 
tion has worked for Concordia 
University. The CSU repre- 
sents undergraduate Arts and 
Science students. 

For at least 20 years, 
Concordia has had one under- 
graduate student representa- 
tive for each of its four facul- 
ties: Arts and Science, Fine 
Arts, Commerce and Adminis- 
tration, and Engineering and 
Computer Science. There is 
also one student representa- 
tive for graduate students. 

Concordia’s Board of Gov- 
ernors is similar to McGill’s, 
composed of business people, 
members of the community, 
faculty and administrators, 
along with its five student rep- 
resentatives. 

Apart from being president 
of the CSU, Carruthers was a 



McGill 



representative for 
undergraduate 
Fine Arts students 
last year and the 
year before on 
Concordia’s 
Board of Gover- 
nors. 

“It’s really im- 
possible for one person to 
know all aspects of the needs 
of students,” he said, explain- 
ing that students from differ- 
ent faculties are “coming from 
an entirely different academic 
culture.” 

“It’s a completely different 
dynamic in terms of the rela- 
tionship you have with your 
teacher, the resources that are 
needed, the interaction that 
must occur between 
students...therefore the needs 
and potential resources are 
different.” 

“You can’t compare test 
tubes to canvasses," he added. 

Carruthers said that having 
undergraduate student repre- 
sentation has not only resulted 
in students having a voice on 
a decision-making body; it has 




banks 



also been a place to present 
student-initiated ideas and 
projects. 

“BoG is a great place to 
lobby for things and also a 
great way to make contacts 
with the external community 
for the student union,” he 
said, noting the business and 
arts communities as examples. 

As well, greater student rep- 
resentation led to more con- 
tact between the university’s 
administration and the stu- 
dent body. 

“The Board saw the face of 
the student,” said Carruthers. 
“The Board of Governors 
needs that contact with stu- 
dents so they can put a face to 
the people they’re affecting 
change on.” 
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Hawattans vote ""ae" to 
decide future 
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NEXT TARGET: HOUSING 



The PQ’s latest attack on social programmes 



by Samana Siddiqui 



Six-year old Mickael Dupuis 
Thibodeau has had less to eat 
in his lunch box since he be- 
gan first grade two weeks ago. 
That’s because his mother, 
Nancy Dupuis, a welfare re- 
cipient, is one of the targets 
of the Parti Québécois 
government’s cuts to 
social programmes. 

The 29 year old sin- 
gle mother found it 
difficult this month to 
pay the rent and shell 
out enough money for 
food for herself, 

Mickael and her three 
year old daughter 
Katy, after the govern- 
ment started cutting 
rental subsidies to wel- 
fare recipients Sept. 1. 

“The only thing we 
can do with the little 
they give us, if we are 
honest, is pay our rent, 
and with the rest of the 
money, we try to cat,” 
she said. “I never 
thought that one day, 

I would have a hard 
time putting food in my 
fridge.” 

Dupuis has been on welfare 
since October last year. To 
cope with the subsidy cut, she 
moved into a smaller apart- 
ment in Varennes on Septem- 
ber 1. She will now pay $60 
less than what she paid in her 
larger apartment in 
Boucherville. 

But cutting rental subsidies 
could be only one of the meth- 
ods the government will use to 
show Quebecers that housing 
is not sacred when it comes to 
reaching its goal of a zero defi- 
cit for the province. The gov- 
ernment is also considering 
targeting social housing. 

This possible move was re- 
vealed in a press conference 
Tuesday, after a confidential 
discussion paper proposing 
the revamping of Québec’s 
social housing system ob- 
tained by Canadian Press. 

The paper’s proposals are 
presently being discussed by 
a cabinet committee on social 
development. The document 
was signed in August by the 
province’s Municipal Affairs 
Minister, Rémy Trudel, who is 
responsible for housing. 

The changes, if imple- 
mented, will affect 65,000 ten- 
ants of low cost housing, as 
well as 14,000 cooperative and 
nonprofit housing units, and 
6,000 homes that benefit from 
rental supplements. 

One proposal in the docu- 
ment is to raise rents in low 



five per cent starting July 1, 
1997. 

Presently, tenants of low 
cost housing units pay 25% of 
their revenue towards rent. If 
this proposal is implemented, 
Trudel and his office say that 



gramme of old districts. 

While this may help some 
municipalities in developing 
new social housing units, not 
all developers are pleased. 

Carmen Gibb, part of 
l’Association des groupes de 




ressources techniques du 
Québec, which develops hous- 
ing units and is also a part of 
the coalition, said this pro- 
posal attempts to pit housing 
groups against each other. 

“They’re [the government] 
trying to muscle the develop- 
ers by saying we’re going to 
give you a little candy, we’re 
going to do development,” she 
said. “They’d like our group to 
say we’re glad, we’re proud. 
We’re not because they’re 
making the people with whom 
we’ve worked with for the past 
20 years poorer. 

Members of the coalition 
think Québec Premier Lucien 
Bouchard is acting like Ontario 
premier Mike Harris, now no- 
torious for his cuts to the prov- 
ince’s social programmes, 
thereby breaking his promise. 

“People feel they have been 
betrayed because during the 
referendum, Mr. Bouchard 
promised that Québec will 
never act like Ontario, and 



now, in these governmental 
proposals, we see that he was 
inspired by the Ontario expe- 
rience,” said Robert Pilon of la 
Federation des locataires 
d’habitations à loyer modique 
du Québec, which is also part 
of the coalition. 

The coalition does not yet 
have a defined action plan. 
According to Gibb, the groups 
will now go back to their re- 
spective members and inform 
them about the proposed 
changes to social housing. Af- 
ter this, they will decide on 
further action. 



Québec social housing takes a beating 



cost housing units by up to 



tenants would have to pay up 
to 30% of their incomes. 

“In Ontario, it’s 30%, ” said 
Renée-Claude Boisvin, 
Trudel’s press attaché. “We 
(Québec) are at 25 %”. She 
added that the five per cent 
increase would be gradual. 
“We’re talking about increas- 
ing the rent by one per cent 
over a period of five years,” 
she said. 

But a coalition of four pro- 
vincial social housing advo- 
cacy groups disagrees. 
Monique Blanchet from la 
Confederation québécoise des 
cooperatives d’habitation, said 
the increase will be greater 
than that. “In the document, 
it’s more than five per cent for 
some families,” she said, add- 
ing that the rate goes up to 
33% and 40% for some house- 
holds. 

The document illustrates 
the increase in the following 
way: a single person will see 
his or her rent increase from 
$196 to $292; a single elderly 
person will see rent increase 
from $259 to $292; for a sin- 
gle parent family, the increase 
could go from $245 to $356. 

Another proposal in the 
document is to abolish the 
provincial real estate tax re- 
fund, worth up to $5 14 a year 
to 724,000 low income and 
lower-middle-income house- 
holds. By abolishing this tax 
refund, the government hopes 
to collect $133 million per 
year, which it intends to real- 
locate into a revitalisation pro- 




Atlantic AIDS patit 



by David Cochrane 



St. John’s, Nfld. (CUP) - At a 
recent AIDS protest in Nova 
Scotia, activist Janet Connors 
held up a ringing alarm clock 
and said it was time for Atlan- 
tic Canada to wake up to the 
problems of people with HIV 
and AIDS. 

And not without good rea- 
son. For many people in New- 
foundland, it must feel as 
though the province is in a stu- 
por. 

Greg Brace is one of those 
people. He has been HIV posi- 
tive for 23 years, and has 
spent the last two living in 
Newfoundland, where he 
moved from British Columbia 
when his partner Rick began 
to get seriously ill with com- 
plications resulting from AIDS 
and wanted to be close to his 
family. 

Since then, Brace has had to 
deal with the frustration of 
seeking treatment in a prov- 
ince which lacks the resources 
to effectively care for people 
with AIDS, as well as the loss 
of his partner, who died of kid- 
ney failure brought about by 
AIDS this March. 

Brace says that doctors in 
Newfoundland show a lack of 
compassion when dealing with 



AIDS patients, a fact that be- 
came painfully obvious when 
Rick was brought to the hos- 
pital. 

“We asked that Rick not be 
sedated until his family could 
see him,” Brace said. “But they 
went ahead and did it anyway. 
We never even got to say good- 
bye.” 

Brace said this kind of treat- 
ment is unheard of elsewhere, 
and that the move to New- 
foundland shortened Rick’s 
life because of the province’s 
low-quality AIDS care. 

“I’ve never seen anything 
like this,” Brace said. “I’ve 
been in hospitals in Vancou- 
ver... [and] Toronto and this 
is ridiculous.” 

Although Newfoundland 
has 157 HIV-positive patients 
— a number that represents 
only those individuals who 
seek care — it only has one 
Infectious Disease (ID) clinic, 
with one specialist and one 
nursing coordinator. 
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LACK OF RESOURCES 

Like Brace, other Atlantic Ca- 
nadians concerned about AIDS 
are dissatisfied. 

In a 1995 proposal for an 
HIV program, Newfoundland 
ID specialist Dr. Ian Bowmer 



wrote, “We presently partici- 
pate in two general medicine 
afternoon clinics a week, 
which is not adequate. One of 
the main concerns and com- 
plaints of our patient popula- 
tion is the waiting time to see 
their specialist — which can be 
up to four hours — and the 
crowded conditions of the 
whole Outpatient Department. 

“Not only is their concern 
related to confidentiality, but 
the exposure to large groups 
of people, especially if they 
have colds and flues, is detri- 
mental to the well-being of our 
patients.” 

While AIDS treatment facili- 
ties in other Atlantic provinces 
are better, they are still far 
behind those in cities like To- 
ronto or Vancouver. 

“Compared to other large 
urban centres we probably 
have a little less of everything, 
whether it is home care or 
treatment,” said Robert Allan, 
executive director of the Nova 
Scotia AIDS coalition. 

Aside from the lack of re- 
sources, the availability of new 
drugs is a major problem on 
the east coast. The current 
trend in HIV/AIDS treatment 
is combination therapy, in 
which the patient is given a 
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Searching for a focus 

Corporate Canada targeted in NDP leader’s speech 



by Mark Rainer 

In an effort to regain popular 
support, the Federal New 
Democratic Party (NDP) has 
chosen tax equity to take the 
burden off of the middle class 
as a main issue to attract vot- 
ers back to the party. This 
theme was evident in a speech 
given by new party leader 
Alexa McDonough at the Sep- 
tember 6 meeting of the par- 
ty’s council in Montreal. 

“I look forward with great 
enthusiasm to waging the po- 
litical fight of our lives,” 
McDonough declared, citing 
that “In Canada today, we live 
in a house deeply divided on 
economic lines. A house where 
the division between upstairs 
and downstairs is growing rap- 
idly.” 

“There are record corporate 
and bank profits at a time of 
near record unemployment,” 
she added. 

In a speech that concen- 




trated mainly on economic 
concerns, McDonough was 
deeply critical of economic 
policies of the other federal 
political parties. She ques- 
tioned the priorities of the 
current Liberal government 
of Jean Chrétien, comparing 
them with the former Con- 
servative government of Brian 
Mulroney. 

“Jean Chretien may be a 
nice guy, but he listens to 
the same people that 
Brian Mulroney lis- 
tened to. The biggest 
change after the last 
election was the x 
name on the Prime 
Minister’s place card 
at the corporate din- 
ner table,” she criti- 
cised. 

She went on to say 
that “too many Lib- 
eral politicians in Ottawa these 
days think that only the 
wealthy and big corporations 



really matter.” 

McDonough also attacked 
the current Lib- 
eral plan to 
harmonise 
the Goods 
and Services 
tax (GST) 
) with provin- 
cial 



taxes. In the last federal elec- 
tion, the Liberals promised to 
revoke the unpopular tax, but 



earlier this year, decided that 
it would be more viable to re- 
tain it, in a modified form. 

McDonough predicted that 
the new plan would be “even 
worse” than the current tax. 
“The finance minister and this 
government are hell bent to 
impose a harmonised GST that 
will cost middle class and 
working families 6 
billion dollars 
more in taxes.” 

In spite of the 
indictement of 
Liberal and Con- 
servative policies, 
McDonough’s 
speech lacked a 
clear alternative. 

Nor did the 
speech give much 
indication of how 
the NDP plans to 
continue their tra- 
ditional commitment to ensur- 
ing a strong social safety net. 

The importance of funding 



lients denied good care 



mixture of two drugs, one of 
which is usually AZT. 

DRUGS NOT PROVIDED 

But Brace is intolerant to AZT; 
the drug gives him severe 
headaches and makes him vio- 
lently ill. Instead, Brace 
wanted to try a treatment in- 
volving D4T, a relatively new 
drug that has been available 
in British Columbia for over a 
year. It is not available in New- 
foundland because of the slow 
moving bureaucracy of the 
province’s medical ethics 
board. 

Even if the drug was avail- 
able, it wouldn’t be covered by 
Medicare in Newfoundland or 
Nova Scotia, and the cost of 
one year of treatment with 
D4T averages between $4,000 
and $6,000 — money most 
AIDS patients simply don’t 
have. 

For many people with HIV/ 
AIDS, provinces like British 
Columbia offer the best hope 
for receiving adequate care. In 
the early 1990s a group of 
doctors proposed to the BC 
minister of health that they 
establish the Centre for Excel- 
lence in HIV/AIDS Research at 
St. Paul’s Hospital in Vancou- 
ver. 



The Centre offers a prov- vided they meet certain treat- 
ince-wide drug treatment pro- ment requirements. 

While it is 
expensive to 
set up a centre 
like this, advo- 
cates say the 
cost can be jus- 
tified. 

"We believe 
that in the 
long run these 
drugs will 
prove to be 
cost-effective 
because it will 
keep people 
out of hospi- 
tals and more 
productive,” 
said Dr. Martin 
Schecterof the 
Centre. 

Since 1993, 
B.C. has had 
3,000 people 
in its AIDS 
treatment pro- 
gram. There 
are currently 
1,700 people 
receiving 
treatment, 
with 20 to 30 
doctors pro- 
gram that provides patients viding most ofthe care; an ad- 
with drugs, free of charge, pro- ditional 400 physicians treat 
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THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
BLOOD ON ITS HANDS 




ONE AIDS DEATH 
EVERY HALF HOUR 



at least one person on a regu- 
lar basis. 

The prov : nce has led the 
way in providing treatment for 
its patients, showing a willing- 
ness to act on results from 
short-term surrogate tests, 
rather than wait for the more 
definitive and long-term clini- 
cal test. 

“The question is: ‘Do you 
wait until the definitive evi- 
dence comes from clinical 
studies or do you take that 
leap of faith?’” Schecter said. 

Brace says this philosophy 
offers people with HIV/ AIDS 
their best hope. This month, 
he left Newfoundland and 
moved back to Vancouver, 
ending a two-year odyssey of 
pain and frustration. 

He has lost 51% of his 
breathing capacity and will 
have to survive on a $600 wel- 
fare cheque for three months 
until he is eligible for assist- 
ance from the B.C. govern- 
ment. But Greg says that the 
compassion and treatment he 
will receive will far outweigh 
the difficulties he will have to 
overcome. 

“I have to go,” he said. “It is 
the best chance I have to get 
the treatment I need.” 



for education and medicare 
were only briefly discussed 
during the speech. 

Some delegates, however, 
did not seem to mind. “She is 
trying to make clear links be- 
tween policies and economics” 
explained Judy Randall, party 
policy coordinator. 

The speech also lacked a 
strong view on the status of 
Québec in Canada. Speaking in 
French, McDonough affirmed 
the NDP's support of Québec 
self determination but did not 
go further. 

Randall wasn’t concerned 
by the fact that Québec was 
touched on so briefly, saying 
that the implementation of 
general NDP policies would be 
good for all Canadians, includ- 
ing sovereignty supporters in 
Quebec. Francois Côté, NDP 
councillor for Québec, offered 
a more precise explanation of 
why the sovereignty issue 
wasn’t addressed. 

He explained that the party 
is still forming a policy regard- 
ing Québec. He said that for 
McDonough it would be “dif- 
ficult to discuss as we are 
brainstorming, looking for 
more input.” However, he 
stressed the importance for a 
clear NDP policy toward 
Québec, saying that "the 
policy should be renewed and 
updated.” 

With public visibility floun- 
dering, the party desperately 
needs to regain official status 
in the House of Commons. This 
will only be accomplished by 
winning at least 1 2 seats in the 
next general election. Cur- 
rently, nine NDP members re- 
side in the House. 

Recognising this disparity, 
McDonough stressed the need 
to reach out to all regions of 
the country. She noted that in 
western Canada, many former 
NDP voters have been wooed 
by the Reform Party. She said 
that the NDP must reach out 
to these middle class voters, 
calling Reform “a party of ex- 
tremism, out of touch with Ca- 
nadians.” 

But at the same time the 
NDP also is a party is looking 
to get in touch with its sup- 
porters. The question is, is 
McDonough the one to do it? 
So far McDonough has not 
proven to be the visible leader 
that will speak out and regain 
lost voters. As apparent in the 
speech, her speaking style is 
laboured at times, and with- 
out holding a seat in the House 
• of Commons, her national pro- 
file is low. 
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Supplies. 

Just a little reminder that even if you’re not planning on buying a 
whole new computer system, the McGill Computer Store i.-i still 
your on-campus source for diskettes, cables, ink cartridges, paper, 
and every other computer accessory you could possibly imagine, 
for more information give us a call at 398-5025, or come and visit 
us in Room 112 of Burnside 
Hall. You can also find us 
on the World Wide Web at 
http://www.mcgilI.ct/nKS. McGill CompUtGf StorG 
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Still waiting... 

Sexual harassment policy still a no go 



by Martha MacDonald 



It has been 10 years since 
McGill’s first attempted to in- 
troduce a comprehensive 
sexual harassment policy, and 
it looks like it could be 10 
more before the university has 
one that works. 

The university will have a 
full policy only after a new 
“disciplinary procedures 
policy” becomes official and 
the sexual harassment policy 
is revised for conflicts. 

To correct procedural weak- 
nesses in McGill’s 10 year old 
sexual harassment policy, the 
McGill Association of Univer- 
sity Teachers (MAUT) and 
McGill lawyers, including 
Raynald Mercille, have devel- 
oped a new disciplinary pro- 
cedures policy. Five years in 
the making, the new policy 
still must clear four separate 
levels of bureaucracy before 
. becoming official. 

Senate will then revise the 
sexual harassment policy to 
ensure the disciplinary proce- 
dures work with it. 

Jacob Kalff, president of the 
MAUT, feels the discussion 
"has gone on far too long." He 
says MAUT is “really keen to 
get this out of the way. We will 
be very happy if [the discipli- 
nary procedures policy] is 
passed through [Senate this 



fall].” 

To assist survivors who file 
a complaint, members of the 
Sexual Assault Centre created 
an Accompaniment Team last 
year. Trained volunteers edu- 
cate themselves on McGill’s 
sexual violence policies to of- 
fer assistance to survivors 
navigating through the bu- 
reaucracy. 

According to Stephanie 
Dutrizac, coordinator of the 
Accompaniment Team, the 
McGill administration shows a 
“lack of sensitivity toward sur- 
vivors." She explains, “We cre- 
ated the Accompaniment 
Team in response to the inad- 
equacies of the system.” 

She feels the absence of a 
comprehensive sexual harass- 
ment policy “is a reflection of 
the university. It simply 
doesn’t want to deal with 
[sexual violence]." 

If the disciplinary proce- 
dures policy is not on the Sen- 
ate agenda for the fall, Don 
McGowan, Vice President of 
Internal Affairs for the Stu- 
dents’ Society of McGill Uni- 
versity (SSMU) promises to 
“use procedural rules to get it 
there.” 

However, since McGill law- 
yers arc still writing the docu- 
ment, it may not be ready for 



EVENTS 



MONDAY, SEPT. 16 

The McGill Debating 
Union holds first meeting, 
show round in Shatner 302 at 
6 p.m. All debaters invited. 

The Student’s Food 
Bank general meeting, 6hoo 
p.m. .Montreal University 
(Pavilion Jean 

Brilant)Sociology Dept., room 
5097. 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 17 

YMCA offering course 
“Drive With Confidence.”More 
info./register call 866-9941 
ext.219. 

LBGTM’s coordnating 
meeting tonight, 19h00, 
Shatner 432. Elections held 
tonight. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 18 

Le Frigo Vert- 
Concordia’s student run, 
non-profit, natural foods 
store volunteer meeting for 
people interested in cooking, 
making sandwiches, 
publicity, Meeting 7 p.m., 
2130 Mackay. 

LBGTM’s bisexual discus- 
sion group women & 
men 17:30, Shatner 429. 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 19 

LBGTM’s women’s 
discussioin group. 18:30, 
Shatner 429. 



FRIDAY, SEPT. 20 

McGill Taiwanese Stu- 
dents’ Association discus- 
sion group. Topic: “Taiwanese 
Academic Selectionism”. Meet 
at Roddick Gate, 6:45 p.m. 

LBGTM’s coming out group 
for women &men. 17:30, UTC 
basement (3521 University). 
Don’t be afraid to come; eve- 
ryone else is in the same situ- 
ation. 

LBGTM’s general discus- 
sion group. 19:00, UTC base- 
ment, 3521 University. 

LBGTM & UQAM host Stu- 
dent Night at Sky Pub. Drink 
Specials for students. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 21 

LBGTM: Queer Pub Crawl. 
Come out, meet new 

people.tour Montreal’s Queer 
bars. Meet 20:00 Shatner 
steps. More info:398-6822. 

ONGOING AND BEYOND 

The Siamsa School of 
Irish Music sponsoring 
fundraiscr’Mrish Ceili Dance" 
September 28, 8:00 p.m., 
Royal Canadian Legion Hall 
More information:484-7192. 

Literacy partners of 
Quebec seeking volunteers. 
More info.93 1-8731 Ext. 1413. 

Tcl-Aide seeking volun- 
teers More info:935-l 105. 



Senate this fall. 

According to McGowan, 
“concerns of professors were 
taken more seriously than stu- 
dent concerns” during the de- 
velopment of the new proce- 
dures. Part of the problem, 
McGowan contends, is that 
nobody agrees on what the 
administration wanted. 

“Sexual harassment is only 
one of many problems” says 
Kalff. “The important thing is 
following up on people who 
appear to have abused their 
privilege.” 

MAUT Legal Officer Joseph- 
John Varga says MAUT chose 
to create a hearing process to 
promote “natural justice” and 
“procedural equity.” 

According to McGowan, 
MAUT was most concerned 
about “procedures surround- 
ing the wrongly accused. They 
were worried about the pre- 
sumption of guilt. They don’t 
seem to understand that ad- 
ministrative law works differ- 
ently than criminal law.” 

He adds, "The same case 
can be made for a graduate 
student caught plagiarising, 
but we still have a policy for 
plagiarism.” 

Wrongful accusations also 
concerned McGill lawyers, 
who wanted to protect the 
university from defamation 
charges. 

Under the new system, a 
student reporting sexual har- 
assment will have two asses- 
sors assigned to the case: one 
to investigate, the other to 
adjudicate. The latter will en- 
courage dialogue between the 
student and the professor. 

If the conflict remains un- 
resolved, the student can file 
a formal complaint. If the as- 
sessors and the university 
president find the professor 
guilty, a detailed appeals proc- 
ess can ensue, including a pri- 
vate hearing. 

While this process is more 
complainant-friendly, asses- 
sors are still professors named 
by the principal who receive 
no training whatsoever. 

Dutrizac believes that the 
changes “show the university 
is trying to improve itself." 
However, she asserts, “We are 
incredibly far behind. Other 
universities have a huge ad- 
ministrative staff to deal exclu- 
sively with [sexual violence]." 

Students who have experi- 
enced sexual violence or think 
they may have can contact 
Legal Information, the Sexual 
Assault Centre of McGill Stu- 
dents’ Society, or the 
ombudsperson for the univer- 
sity, Estelle Hopmeycr. These 
sources will be unbiased, sup- 
portive and knowledgeable 
about university procedures. 
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daily classifieds 



Ads may be placed through the Daily 
Business Office, Room B-07, University 
Centré, 9h00-14h00. Deadline is 14h00, 
two working days prior to publication. 
McGill Students & Staff (with valid ID): 
$4.60 per day, 3 or more consecutive 
days, S4.05 per day. General Public: 
$5.75 per day, or $4.90 per day for 3 or 
more consecutive days. Extra charges 
may apply, prices include applicable GST 
(7%) or PST (6.5%). Full payment should 
accompany your advertising order and 
may be made in cash or by personal 
cheque (for amounts over $20 only). For 
more information, please visit our office 
or call 398-6790. WE CANNOT TAKE 
CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE PHONE. 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD CAREFULLY 
WHEN IT APPEARS IN THE PAPER. The 
Daily assumes no financial responsibility 
for errors, or damages due to errors. Ad 
will re-appear free of charge upon request 
if information is incorrect due to our 
error. The Daily reserves the right not to 
print any classified ad. 



Roommate wanted to share 7 Vi apt. Your own 
private washroom incl. in bedroom. Beautiful, spa- 
cious, quiet. Facing McGill U campus. (McGill 
Metro) Avail, immed. $310,00 call 934-1521. 

MOVERS/STORAGE 

Moving/Storage. Closed van or truck. Local & 
long distance. Ott-Tor-Van-NY-Fla-7 days, 24 hours, 
low rates. Steve 735-8148. 



F&M Moving Best Rates. 

Local/Ontario. Small & big moves. Call now for 
quote. Frank or Gaby 426-5030 Pager 5996938. 



Earn $100-200/day Master School of Bartend- 
ing- bartending & table service. Complete place- 
ment agency. Leaders in the hospitality industry for 
15yrs. McGill rate. 849-2828. 



Bistro/Cafi seeks assistant manager & baker. 
Experience needed. Send C V to 1110 Sher- 
brooke St. West suite 301 Montreal, Que. H3A 
1G9 or fax 844-0328 Att Dorothy. 



Royal Victoria 

Home Child Care Agency is seeking care- 
givers to open O.S.G.E. regulated day care 
homes. Extended hours needed. 843-1574. 



Mother's helper needed Monday to Thursday 
from 4pm to 9pm. Yet flexible hours available. 
Students in Ed., O.T., speech or other welcomed. 
Call 484-7940 or 484-2141. 

Travot-Teach English CGTI offers in Mont a 1 
wk (Oct 23-27) eve/wkend intensive course to 
certify you as a teacher of English (TESOL) 
1,000's of overseas jobs available. Now! Free 
info pak (403) 438-5704. 

Bilingual part-time salesperson needed for 
downtown computer store. Good knowledge of 
IBM PC's and peripherals a must. Call 933- 
2368. 



Attention Students. Full/part time positions 
available. Est. publishing co. seeks tel. reps for 
nation wide distribution of business directories. 
Guaranteed salary/best commissions/bonuses. 
Evening shift. Relaxed environment. 849-1403. 



WORDPROCESSING/TYPING 



Success To All Students 

WordPerfect 5,1. Term papers, resumes, 
applications, transcription of microcassettes. 
Editing of grammar. 28 years experience. 
$1.75/D.S.P. 7 Days/week. Campus/Peel/Sher- 
brooke. Paulette/Roxanne 288-9638/2880016 



Experienced editor/proofreader/writer/ 
tutor. Help with your student papers, theses, 
manuscripts, résumés, translation Spanish/ 
French/English. Call Marian 765-9804 
7days/week. 



Word-processing term-papers, theses, 

reports etc. Word Perfect 5.1 Laser printer. Fast, 
professional service, good rates. Close to McGill. 
Brigitte 2820301. 






Georgio Tailor 

Specialist in repairs of all kinds-men & women- 
professional work guaranteed. Student discount 
20X-30X off. Example regular pant hem $4 tax 
incl, 11 18 St Catherine West #406. 879-5649. 

I Rédaction et traduction anglais vers fran- 
I cais par membre ordre trad. Agrès Québec. 
Laser, WP5.1. Répondeur 271-8604. 



McGill Daycare Centers: Spaces avail, immed. 
For children btwn 2&3 yrs old & 1 space for child 
btwn 4&5 years, as of Sept. 1, 96. Both parents 
must be studying or working full time. Call 398 



For sale, Piano, Heintzman, apartment sized, 
redone, under warranty to April 1997, call 398 
6790. Ask for Marian. 






Experienced, licensed Dianetics® audi- 
tor. Effective for losses, separations, broken 
hearts and getting your mind and soul back 
in tune. Free interview and information. 
I'm often in session so you may have to 
leave a message. Darrell 522-3473. 



LESSONS/COURSES 



Come and practice your French 
with francophones. Bilingual club 
Half and Half Tel. 465-9128 



Donate now your old computers PC or Macs to 
depnved radio stations in Cuba. For more info call 
Keith. 844-0265. 

VOLUNTEERS 

NCJW Centre Yeladim- Volunteers needed Tues 
& Thurs 3 to 7 to help in homework supervision & 
activities, for children 6 to 10 yrs. old. Contact 
Leigh 4881518. 



Students Needed! 






! [ V Earn up to 

■LlIililiiJHH 52,000+ per month 
working for Cruise Ships or Land-Tour Companies. 
World Travel (Hawaii, Mexico, the Caribbean, etc.). 
Seasonal and Full-Time employment available. No exp. 
necessary. For info call: 

Cruise Employment Services 

(206) 97 1 - 3550 ext. C4005 1 / 



WELCOME TO QPIRG 
MEETING! 

Wednesday, September 18 
Shatner 302, 6:00pm 

A general overview of QPIRG’s mandate will be followed by 
a description of each of our working groups. The working 
group coordinators will elaborate on their plans for the year, 
and will explain how volunteers can get involved! 



Some of the issues that our groups will be working on: 

• consumer awareness and corporate responsibility 

• waste management, including a pilot door-to-door recycling program 

• developing an internship program for students to get involved in 
community economic development initiatives 

• how the privatization of McGill will affect diversity on campus 

• educating consumers about the benefits of "fair-trade" coffee 

• alternatives to the standard education system 

• organic food coop 



ALL NEW AND RETURNING VOLUNTEERS MUST ATTEND! I 



QPIRG-McGill is a student-funded and student-directed 
organization that works on environmental and social change issues 
on campus and in the community. All McGill undergrad and grad 
students are members of QPIRG. All are welcome to attend. 

QUEBEC PUBLIC INTEREST RESEARCH GROUP 
3647 University Street. 398-7432. 



Learn About the World of Lafarge 
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• Teach Conversational English in Asia • 

Make up to 525-545 per hour teaching basic conversational 
English abroad. Japan, Taiwan, and South Korea. Many 
Employers provide room & board plus other benefits. 
No teaching background or Asian languages required. 
Open to all majors. For more information, call: 



INTERNATIONAL 

EMPLOYMENT 

GROUP 



(206)971-3570 
ext. J40051 



McGill University 
Thursday, September 19 
5:00pm - 7:00pm 
Faculty Club Ballroom 



t 



LAFARGE 

a CORPORATION 



MATERIALS FOR BUILDING OUR WORLD 
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Celebrating the historic links between McGill ami the University oj 
Edinburgh, Scotland, the Faculty of Medicine's Department of 
Oncolotjy and Department of Pharmacology are proud to present two 
special lectures in honour oj McGill University's n 5th Anniversary 

Professor ^Gordon McVii 

Graduate oj the University oj Edinburgh 

President oj the European Organization for the Research and 

Treatment oj Cancer (EORTC) 



" Genes & Jeans" 

Slralhcona Anatomy t Dentistry Building 
Assembly Hall, Ml, 36 w University Street, Montreal 

Professor John Shearer Kelly 
Chair, Department of Pharmacology 
University oj Edinburgh 

"Four Founders of the McGill Medical 
Faculty: The Edinburgh Connection" 

Alclnlyre Medical S deuces Building 

A Infim Amphitheatre, 6lh Floor, 3655 Drummond Street, Montreal 

Friday, September 20, 1996 

For further information: 398-6748 



The McGill Institute 
for the Study of Canada 

announces its fourteenth seminar 



* V 






V V 



Nancy Riche v \ ^ 

Executive Vice-President of the Canadian 
Labour Congress 
Claude E. Forget 

Economist, Consultant, former Québec Minister of Social Affairs and 
Chairman of the Commission of Enquiry on Unemployment Insurance 

Employment Insurance : 
Who’s Winning ? 
Who’s Losing? 

You are cordially invited to come, listen and participate... It’s your 
country too. 

Where - Room B145, Burnside Hall, McGill University 
When - Wed., 18 September 1996, 4 to 6 pm 



EPSON 

Stylus 

our Ils 



Access Info' Tech 




IBM 365ED 
Colour 



P-100MhZ Laptop 
8Mb Ram, 3.5' FD 
540Gb HDD 
a oqoo 4X CD-ROM 

V»Z077 $99 p £R MONTH 



FormattedJM 

Disks 

3.5" HD, 1.44Mb 

3 Boxes 6 1C 

of io y 10 



m Canon 

.JgtaBJ-210 

j Bubblejet 

P 4 *^ 558 ? printer 



While qualities last, with this flyer only! 

All prices are cash, certified cheque or interac! 



Microsoft COREL 

Natural Wordperfect *$49 

Keyboard, coreldtow . 

win 95 A 70 veR - 6 0 CD $ 109 

Y/ ^ (with student ID) 



PENTIUM- lOOMhz 



$209 




8Mb RAM, 3.5' FD 144Mb, 
1.08Gb HDD, 1Mb SVGA PCI, 
14' SVGA Colour .28mm Nl, 
101 Bil. Keyboard, Mini-Tower 



$1149 



$41 PER MONTH 



16 BIT Stereo 
Sound Card 




PENTIUM- 133Mhz 



L Y IDE CD-ROM 

0Am $120 



IWultimedicS 
>ystem 




® 1 120 DeMaisonneuve West, Corner Stanley 
rccL (514) 288 - 6000 / Fax (514) 288 - 7800 



16Mb RAM, 3.5' FD 1.44Mb, 1.6Gb HDD, 
1Mb SVGA PCI, 14' SVGA Colour .28mm Nl, 
8x CD-ROM, 16 BIT Sound Card, Speakers 
101 Bil. Keyboard, Mini-Tower 

$55 PER MONTH 



444 Rene-Levesque West, Corner Bleury YX) 
(514) 861 - 7552 / Fax (514) 861 - 6459 p ^ s 



Thinking of Graduate School? 

Kadcma helps students locate 
graduate schools and obtain funding. 
Deadline for FCAR, October 7, 1996, 



h- 



KADEMA 

Educational and Grant Consulting Services 
tel (514) 844-G553 
email kadema@odyssee.net 




QJoSo 



"t Democrats Abroad" 
seeks volunteers for 
absentee ballot 
campaign. 

call 288-3896 anytime 






Come to our 



Seminars! 

We can help 



your budget 
and give you 
hints oil how to save money 



Budget Seminars 



Powell Bldg Rm 205 


3637 Peel St. 




Thursday, Sept 19, 


12:00-2:00 


Tuesday, Oct. 1, 


10:30-12:00 




7:00-9:00 


Tuesday, Oct. 29, 


10:30-12:00 




1:30-3:00 


Tuesday, Nov 5, 


2:30-4:30 


William Shatner Bldg 


3480 McTavish St. 


Rm 107/108 




Tuesday, Oct. 1 


3:00-5:00 



For more information please 
contact the Office of Student Aid 
398-6013/14 



OPTOMETRIST! 



• Eyes Examined 

• Eye Classes (2 for i) 

• Contact Lenses (from $89) 

• Student Discount 

Dr. David Kwavnick, O.D. 
1535 Sherbrooke St. W. 
(corner Guy) 

933-8700 


















